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Amendments to the Claima 

This listing of claims wiU replace all prior versions, and listings, of clainis in the 
application: 

Listing of Claims 

1.-31. (Cancelled) 

32. (Currently amended) a m^t l ind for re t r^n? a vena cava filter frOflJ a 

bloodvessel, comprisin g the steps of: 

p rr ^viHiTig a vena cava filter retrieval de vice, the device inrhidinpr a tubular sheath, 
A gl^aft slidable within the shep th. and means fpf retrieving a filtmnp device attached to 
the shaft: 

advancing the retrieval device through a blood v efiMl to a location adjacent 9 venft 
cava filter, the vena cava filter including a hu h- the hub defining a narrow portion of ftg 
filter, and a plurality of arms extending fipo m the hub, the arms defining a Wid9 portion of 
the filter. 

#nctfinding the sb ^tft nut fitMn a di^l «id of the sheath so that the meaw fPX 
retrieving a filtering device engage s the narrow portion: 
retracting the fiit ftr intfi the sheath: and 

Tlio method ofolaim29i wherein means for retrieving a filtering device includes a 
plurality of distal members and wherein the step of extending the shaft out from a distal 
end of the sheath so that the means for retrieving a filtering device engages the hub 
includes engaging the distal members with the hub. 
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33.-34. (Cancelled) 

35. (Currently amended) a method for retrieving a vena cava filter from a 

blood vesseL comprising the steps ot 

providing a vena cava filter retrieval device, the device including a tnhttlar ghcfttli, 
a shaft slidable within the shemh. and means far retrieving a filtering device attached tfi 
Ae shaft; 

advancing the retrieval device thmueh a blo od vessel to a location adjacent a vena 
^fl vp filter, the vena cava filter i p cludine a hub, the hub defining tlffrrQW pprtiCT 9f t b g 
filter, and a nluralitv of arms extending from the hub , the arms defining a wide pqnim Qf 
the filter: 

extending the shaft out fiom a di.stal end of the sheath so tiiat the meaoS for 
TCtriBving a fi ltering device en^ges the narrow portion; 
retracting the fi lter into the sheatk and 

Tho method of oloim 29. further comprising the step of engaging a stabilizing 
shaft with the filter. 

36.-38. (Cancelled) 

39. (Currently amended) A method for retrieving a vena cava filter from a 
blood vesse l- comprising ttie Steps of: 
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^nviding a vena cava filter retrievat d ^<^ the device inclttding » tubular sh^tfa, 
^ flhaft slidable within the sheatli and means fo r retrieving a filtCTing device attachedto 
the shaft: 

^Hvandn R the retrieval dftv<r.e, thrftugh a hlnnd vessel tO a location adjacent a ven^ 
cava filter, the vena cava filter including a hub, the hub defminfT a narrow portion of the 
filter, and a plurality of arms extending fi m m the hub, the arms defininp a wide partem pf 
the filter, each arm including a b a rh at ^ nroximal end thereof that i s embgdd^tf within the 
tfood vessel: 

^Yt ^ding the shaft out from a distal end of th e sheath so that the means for 
retrieving a filtering device eneaees the narrow ttortion: 
releasing the batbs from the blood vessel; 
retrieving the filter into the sheatfa: and 

Tbemotliod of claim 36, wherein means for retrieving a filtering device includes a 
plurality of distal members and wherem the step of extending the shaft out from a distal 
end of the sheath so that the means for retrieving a filtering device engages the hub 
includes engaging the distal members with ihc hub. 

40.-42. (Gancelled) 

43. (Currently amended) A method for retrieving a v ena cava filter from a 
blood vessel, comprising the steps of: 
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p^wiriitur a vena cava filter rtitrieval devie *^ the device inclndiTiff « tubular sheath, 
a shaft slidable within the sheath. ? >iid means for retriftving a filterinR device attached to 
the shaft; 

^dv^ ^ncinp ihe retrieval device thron pH a hlood ves^«1 to a location ftdiacegt a ygna 
<>ava filter, the vena cava filter including a hub , the hub defining a Tiarrow TX>ition of the 
fiUpr ^nd a t^lur^litv of arms extep din p fWim the hub the aims dgfininfT « wide pOTtioii of 
thi>. filter, each arm mcliiding a bar h ..t ^ prnximal end thereof that is enibedde<< within th g 
hlood vessel: 

^^tyi^tpB the shaft out f^m a distal en^ of the sheath so that the means for 
relTieving a fi^ t^ng Heviee enffflffftS the naiTOW TWrttOP; 
r«>lfta55in p the barhs from the h lood vessel: 
TY^ftving the filt« ^ into the sheath: and 

The method of Qiaim 36. fhrther comprising the s1«p of engaging a stabilizing 
shaft with the filter. 

44.-46. (Cancelled) 

47. (Currently amended) A method for releasing a y^^» ^^tva filter from a 

blood vessel, comprisin g the steos of: 

prft yl^inp a vena cava filter retrieval device, ihr . device including a tubttlw sh^th 
and a retrieval member slida hlv disposed within the shgfttb; 

gHv:.T,Hno the retrieval device through a MisnA ve.ssel to fl location adjacent a vena 
r>ava filter, the vena cava filter j t^dnding a hub, the hub defining a narrow portion of the 
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filter, and a plurality of arms extending fio m the hub, the arms defining a wjde iXfftjftn of 
the filter, each arm including a harb at a pr o icimal end thereof that is embprtdgd within the 
blood vessel'. 

^ff^pin p the retrieval me i nber with the narrow portion so m the barbs release 

from the blood vessel: and 

Thomothod of claim 11^ wherein the retrieval member includes a plurality of 
distal members and wherein the step of engaging the retrieval member with the hub so 
that the barbs release fiom the blood vessel includes engaging the distal members with 
the hub. 

48.-51. (Cancelled) 

52. (Currently amended) A method for releasing a vena cava filter from a 
blood vesse l , comprisin g the steps of: 

pmvidin p a vena cava filter retrieval device, the flevice including a tubular Sheath 
and a retrievy t^ member sU^ lv disposed within the sheath; 

a^v ^oing the retrieval device through a blood vessel to a location atfia ffgpt a vena 
cava filter, the vena cava filter mcluding a h ub, the hub defining a naffow pQition of the 
filter, and a phiralitv of arms extending fro m the hub, the arms defining a wide portion of 
the filter, each arm including a harh at a pro x iinal end thereof that is embedded within tfa<? 
bloodvessel: 

engaging the retrieval member with the narrow iwitio n so that flie barbs releagg 
from the blood vessel: and 
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Tho mothod of cloim 11, fllrther comprising the step of engaging a stabilizing 
shaft with the filter. 
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